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Danyer, E., Aytemiz, I., Bilgin, S., Öztürk, A.A., Öztürk, B., Bilgin, R. Denmark, May 1-3, 2017. 

8) Genetic investigation on the short-beaked common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) and bottlenose dolphin 

(Tursiops truncatus) in the Turkish seas based on mtDNA sequences. 31st European Cetacean Society 

Conference. Tonay, A.M., Uzun, B., Dede, A., Danyer, E., Aytemiz Danyer, I., Öztürk, A.A., Öztürk, B., 

Bilgin, R. Middelfart, Denmark. May 1-3, 2017. 

9) Testing modes of speciation using phyloclimatic modelling in the new world bat genus Myotis. 17th 

International Bat Research Conference. Bilgin, R. Durban, South Africa, July 31st-August 5th, 2016. 

10) A preliminary genetic investigation on the short-beaked common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) in the Turkish 

seas based on mtDNA sequences. 30th Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society. Tonay, A.M., 

Uzun, B., Dede, A., Danyer, E., Aytemiz, I., Bilgin, S., Öztürk, A.A., Öztürk, B., Bilgin, R. Madeira, Portugal, 

March 14-16, 2016. 

11) Population genetic structure of harbour porpoise Phocoena phocoena in Turkish waters: what does mtDNA 

control region say? 30th Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society. Uzun, B., Tonay, A.M., Dede, 

A., Danyer, E., Aytemiz, I., Bilgin, S., Öztürk, A.A., Öztürk, B., Bilgin, R. Madeira, Portugal, March 14-16, 

2016. 

12) Cataloging the genetic diversity of bats (Order: Chiroptera) in Turkey. Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Symposium, Turkey 2015. Yiğit, Z., Karataş, A., Bilgin, R. Ankara, Turkey, August 6-7, 2015. 

13) Genetic structure of harbour porpoises in the Black Sea and adjacent waters: Where do we stand now? 29th 

Annual Conf. European Cetacean Society. Uzun, B., Tonay, A.M., Öztürk, A.A., Bilgin, R. St Julian’s Bay, 

Malta. March 23-25, 2015. 

14) An investigation of the phylogeography and the evolutionary history of Miniopterus schreibersii 

(Mammalia: Chiroptera) using nuclear microsatellites. 13th European Bat Research Symposium. Gürün, K., 

Juste, J., Puechmaille, S., Hulva, P., Lučan, R.K., Presetnik, P., Hamidovic, D., Ibañez, C., Karataş, A., 

Allegrini, B., Georgiakakis, P., Scaravelli, D., Uhrin, M., Nicolou, H., Abu-Said, M., Nagy, S.L., Gazaryan, 

S., Bilgin, R. Šibenik, Croatia, September 2014. 

15) The population genetic structure of Pachygrapsus marmoratus on Turkish Straits System, the Aegean Sea, 

the Black Sea and the Levantine Sea and the role of Turkish Straits System on its gene flow. Ecology and 

Evolutionary Biology Symposium, Turkey 2014. Çetin, C., Kalkan, E., Bilgin, R. İstanbul, Turkey, July 13-

14, 2014. 

16) Variability of the mitochondrial control region in the populations of the Black Sea harbour porpoise 

(Phocoena phocoena relicta) in the Turkish Seas. 28th Annual Conf. European Cetacean Society. Tonay, 

A.M., Yazıcı, Ö., Dede, A., Bilgin, S., Maracı, Ö., Öztürk, A.A., Bilgin, R. Liege, Belgium. 5-9 April, 2014. 



17) A tale of two clades: DNA barcoding of twelve shrimp species (Order, Decapoda) from Turkish seas with 

phylogeographic comparisons. 41st Benthic Ecology Meeting. Bilgin, R., Utkan, M.A., Kalkan, E., Karhan, 

S.Ü., Bekbölet, M. Norfolk, USA, March 2012. 

18) Distribution patterns of bats in eastern Mediterranean region in a climate change perspective. 12th European 

Bat Research Symposium. Bilgin, R., Keşişoğlu, A., Rebelo, H. Lithuania, August 22-26, 2011. 

19) The sympatry of Miniopterus schreibersii schreibersii and Miniopterus schreibersii pallidus in three caves: 

The smoking gun for their elevation to full Species status. 15th International Bat Research Conference. 

Maracı, O., Bilgin, R.,  Lučan, R. K., Bartonička, T., Hulva, P., Horáček, I. Prague, Czech Republic, August 

2010. 

20) The historical dispersal patterns of four cave-dwelling bat species in southeastern Europe and Anatolia, and 

conservation implications: a mini review. 1st International Bat Migration Conference. Bilgin, R., Coraman, 

E., Furman, A., Oztunc, T. Berlin, Germany, January 2009. 

21) Phylogeography of mouse-eared bats, Myotis myotis and Myotis blythii, present in Anatolia and Turkish 

Thrace.11th European Bat Research Symposium. Çoraman, E., Bilgin, R., Furman, A. Oztunc, T. Cluj-

Napoca, Romania, August 2008. 

22) The distribution of cave-dwelling bat species of Çatalca- Kocaeli region. 8th European Bat Research 

Symposium. Ozgul, A., Bilgin, R., Furman, A. Krakow, Poland, August 2000.  

Supervised Theses – Completed 

1) Kanat Gürün. 2018. The Phylogeographic History, Taxonomy And Conservation of Two Cave-Dwelling Bat 

Species: Miniopterus schreibersii and Myotis capaccinii (Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae) (PhD Dissertation). 

2) Aslı Ş. Şalcıoğlu. 2018. Phylogeography and evolutionary history of whiting (Merlangius merlangus) and 

picarel (Spicara spp.) along the Turkish coastal waters (PhD dissertation). 

3) İlkay Civelek. 2018. Global Phylogeographic Comparisons And Dietary Analyses Of Gray Wolf And Red 

Fox From Sarıkamış And Yenice In Turkey Usıng Genetics and Genomics Approaches (Master’s thesis). 

4) Murat Bakırdöven. 2018. Behavioural interplay and prepotancy comparison between Wolbachia and 

haplotype-associated reproductive barriers between two populations of Tetranychus urticae Koch (Master’s 

thesis). 

5) Neslihan Edeş. 2017. The effects of reward unpredictability on pigeons’ foraging decisions and dopamine’s 

role on pigeons’ choice (Master’s thesis, , co-supervisor Assist. Prof. Dr. Patrick Enselme). 

6) Deniz Canca. Comparison of traditional and computer-based instruction on the theme of recycling (PhD 

Dissertation). 

7) Meltem Çağlar. 2015. The Prevalance Of Avian Malaria in The Migratory Birds of Kars-Kuyucuk Region 

(Master’s thesis). 

8) Özge Yazıcı. 2015. An Investigation on the Evolution and Conservation of the Harbor Porpoise, Phocoena 

phocoena in Turkey (Master’s thesis). 

9) Cansu Çetin. 2015. The Population Genetic Structure On the Black Sea, the Sea of Marmara, the Agean Sea, 

and the Mediterranean Sea of The Marbled Rock Crab Pachygrapsus Marmoratus (Master’s thesis, co-



supervisor Prof. Dr. Andrzej Furman). 

10) Öncü Maracı. 2014. Investigation of Evolutionary Relationships and History of Rye (Secale. Sp.) in Turkey 

With Global Comparisons (PhD Dissertation). 

11) Kübra Karaman. 2014. A Genetic Investigation on the Evolution and Taxonomy of the Genus Nannospalax 

in Turkey (Master’s thesis). 

12) Evrim Kalkan. 2014. Investigating the Role of the Turkish Straits System as a Phylogeographical Break in 

the Mediterranean – Black Sea Transition (PhD Dissertation). 

13) Özge Akbaba. 2012. The Prevalence of Leucocytozoon toddi In Bird Blood Samples In Aras-Iğdır and 

Evaluation Of Its Phylogenetic Relationships (Master’s thesis). 

14) Zirve Yiğit. 2012. Cataloging The Genetic Diversity of Bats (Order: Chiroptera) In Turkey (Master’s 

thesis). 

15) Selen Özsinan. 2011. DNA Barcoding of Seven Hermit Crab Species (Crustacea : Decapoda) From Turkey 

With Phylogeographic Comparisons (Master’s thesis). 

16) Merve Aslı Utkan. 2011. DNA Barcoding of Fifteen Shrimp And Prawn Species (Decapoda, Crustacea), 

Living In Turkish Coastal Waters With Phylogeographic Comparisons. (Master’s thesis). 

17) Nadin Ebeoğlu. 2011. Cataloging The Genetic Diversity of Birds In Kars-Igdir Region With Global 

Comparisons. (Master’s thesis). 

18) Moris Abolafya. 2011. Environmental Distribution Modeling Of Resident And Migratory Passerine Birds 

From Turkey in a Climate Change Perspective. (Master’s thesis, co-supervisor Dr. Ortaç Onmuş). 

19) Melis Denizci. 2010. The Conservation of Genetic Diversity in Turkish Native Horse Breeds: A 

Microsatellite Approach. (Master’s thesis, co-supervisor Dr. Berrin Akdağ). 

20) Ari Keşişoğlu. 2010. Distribution Patterns of Bats in Eastern Mediterranean Region in a Climate Change 

Perspective (Master’s thesis). 

21) Özgür Aslan. 2009. The Conservation of Genetic Diversity in Native Turkish Horse Breeds. (Master’s 

thesis, co-supervisor Assoc. Prof. Sezen Arat).  

22) Aslı Kurtuluş. 2009. The Phylogeography of Mytilus galloprovincialis in the Istanbul Strait System 

(Master’s thesis).  

 

Supervised Theses – In Progress 

1) Dilek Şahin. Seabird movements in migration bottlenecks: the case of the Yelkouan shearwater (PhD 

Dissertation). 

2) Elif İçağasıoğlu. Genetic differentiation of mytilus galloprovincialis populations and their genomic responses 

to salinity stress along the turkish coasts (PhD Dissertation). 

3) Ayşe Mergenci. Habitat Occupancy Modelling, Activity Patterns and Phylogeographic Relationships of 

Brown Bears (Ursus arctos) Distributed Along Yenice Forests, and Their Implications for Conservation  

 (PhD Dissertation). 

4) Merve Sıvacı. Investigation of The Genomic Responses Of A Local and A Generic Wheat Species to Climate 



Change and Comparison of Their Levels of Genetic Diversity (PhD Dissertation). 

5) Ece Akdoğan. Monitoring Fish Biodiversity In and Around The Turkish Straits System Using The 

Environmental (e)DNA Method (Master’s thesis). 

6) Ezgi Sancar. Analysis of Fish Biodiversity In The Turkish Straits System Using The Environmental DNA 

Metabarcoding Approach On Sea Water Samples (Master’s thesis). 

7) Nehir Sevim. Dietary comparison of brown bear at two contrasting bear habitats in turkey using next 

generation sequencing (Master’s thesis). 

 

Grants for Research (as PI) – In progress 

1) Multi-omic bases of coral disease resistance. July 2020-July 2023. TÜBİTAK (2501). 826,000 TL. 

2) Genetic differentiation of Mytilus galloprovincialis populations and their genomic responses to salinity stress 

along the Turkish coasts. January 2017 – January 2020. Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 109,148 TL. 

3) The investigation of evolutionary history, molecular taxonomy and conservation status of the long-fingered 

bat, Myotis capaccinnii, using phylogenetic/phylogenomic analyses and ecological niche modelling. October 

2014 – May 2017 (final report submitted). TÜBİTAK (1001). 264,948 TL. 

 

Grants for Research (as co-PI or advisor) – In progress 

1) Investigating the genetic structure of three small cetacean species; Tursiops truncatus (Montagu, 1821), 

Delphinus delphis Linnaeus, 1758, Phocoena phocoena (Linnaeus, 1758) living in Turkish waters ‘’CetaGen 

Project’’. May 2015 – August 2017. TÜBİTAK (1001). 

 

Grants for Research (as PI) - Completed 

1) Into the 21st century with the ancient wheats of Anatolia: the investigation of the adaptation of einkorn and 

emer wheat to climate change and their genetic erosion with a multidisciplinary approach and development of 

an insitu conservation programme. June 2015 – March 2019. Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 249,869 

TL.  

2) Using classical Sanger sequencing to investigate whether the mitochondrial DNA structure of Myotis 

capaccinii is reflected in nuclear DNA. July 2016 – December 2016. Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 

67,651 TL. 

3) One species or two species? The investigation of the evolutionary history of Palaemon elegans in Turkish 

waters using nuclear DNA. January 2014- March 2015. Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 40,610 TL. 

4) The other side of the medallion: using nuclear microsatellites for a more complete understanding of the 

evolutionary history of the bent-winged bat (Miniopterus schreibersii) around the Mediterranean basin and 

the Caucasus. March 2014 - May 2015. Boğaziçi University Research Fund.  41,654 TL. 

5) The investigation of the population genetics, taxonomy and conservation status of the common bent-wing 

bat, Miniopterus schreibersii, in Mediterranean basin and Caucasus. November 2012 – November 2013. 

TÜBİTAK (1002). 30,000 TL.  



6) The phylogeographical role of the Turkish straits system on the Black sea - Mediterranean transition. 

November 2011 – December 2013. Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 79,156 TL. 

7) From mammals to parasites: the investigation of evolution of species with genetics. July 2011 - March 2013. 

Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 60,000 TL. 

8)  DNA barcoding of Decapod Crusteceans in Turkish coasts. May 2009 – April 2011. Boğaziçi University 

Research Fund. 59,600 TL. 

9) Investigation of the black mussel, Mytilus galloprovincialis in Turkish coastal waters. TÜBİTAK (Career 

Grant). 116,020 TL. 

10) The conservation, population dynamics and taxonomy of two cave-dwelling bat species, the greater mouse-

eared bat, Myotis myotis and the lesser mouse-eared bat, Myotis blythii, in the Marmara region. June 2007-

June 2008. Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 31,250 YTL. 

 

Grants for Research (as co-PI or Advisor) - Completed 

1) Factors affecting diversity of Rhinolophus euryale in the Anatolian transition zone (Co-Pi). September 2005-

September 2006, with Dr. Andrzej Furman, Prof. Orhan Yenigün, Dr. A. Kerem Saysel and Emrah Çoraman. 

Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 30,000 TL. 

 

Teaching Experience 

1) Boğaziçi University. ESC 559. Instructor for ‘Molecular Ecology and Evolution’ (Fall & Spring 2007, Fall 

& Spring 2008, 2009-2018 -Fall semesters). 

2) Boğaziçi University. ESC 59F. Instructor for ‘Genetic Data Analysis’ (2009-2019 – Spring semesters). 

3) Boğaziçi University. ESC 306. Instructor for ‘Evolution’ (Fall & Spring 2013, Fall & Spring 2015, Fall & 

Spring 2017, Spring 2019, Summer 2014-2018). 

4) Boğaziçi University. ESC 572. Instructor for ‘Global Environmental Systems’ (Fall & Spring 2008, Fall & 

Spring 2010, Fall & Spring 2012, Fall & Spring 2014, Fall & Spring 2016). 

5) Boğaziçi University. ESC 556. Instructor for ‘Environmental Biology’ (Spring 2009). 

6) Boğaziçi University. ESC 301. Instructor for “Environmental Dimension” (Fall 2007).  

7) Columbia University. Teaching Assistant for “Mammalogy” (Fall 2003). 

8) Columbia University. Teaching Assistant for “Infectious Diseases” (Spring 2002). 

 

Awards and Scholarships 

1) PhD Fellowship, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Columbia University, 2000-2006. 

2) Chorafas Foundation Award, Columbia University Runner-up, 2004. 

3) Bat Conservation International, Student Scholarship Award, $2500 for “Bats Without Borders: Migration in 

southeastern Europe”, June 2003. 

4) Bat Conservation International, Student Scholarship Award, $2375 for “A comparative genetics analysis of 

cave-dwelling bats of Çatalca- Kocaeli Region”, June 2002.  



5) BP Conservation Programme Award, $7000 for “Eurasian Bridge ’99”, April 1999. 

6) Hisar Education Foundation, Student Scholarship, 1994-2000. 

 


